


About Multifaith Housing Initiative

Multifaith Housing Initiative (MHI) was founded in 2001 when Christian, Jewish, 
and Muslim communities in Ottawa united to address homelessness and the 
lack of affordable housing. Over time, more faith groups joined, and MHI 
became a federally registered charitable organization. Today, with over 70 
faith-based members, MHI is dedicated to creating inclusive, affordable 
housing communities.

In fall 2024, Gloucester Housing Corporation amalgamated with MHI, 
expanding MHI’s housing portfolio to nine housing communities and over 
1,000 tenants. This amalgamation strengthened efforts to provide long-
term, affordable housing solutions in Ottawa. MHI continues to expand as 
Ottawa’s third-largest affordable housing provider, with new developments 
under construction such as Odenak, at LeBreton Flats in downtown 
Ottawa. ​Learn more at www.multifaithhousing.ca/about-us

http://www.multifaithhousing.ca/about-us


2002

Established in 2002 is federally 
incorporated registered Charity 
with amended Letters Patent 
(2004) to expand its purpose to the 
purchase of real estate and 
housing 

2008 - 2016

Owns and operates 41 apartment 
units over three housing 
communities through purchases

2017

Developed and opened "The 
Haven", a 98-unit family-oriented 
housing community

2021

Developed and opens 
supportive veterans's 
housing called "Veterans’ 
House Canada: The 
Andy Carswell Building"

2021

Incorporates Veterans’ 
House Canada as 
separate independent 
charity

2021

Successfully responds to 
RFP with Dream 
Corporation for 
development of LeBreton 
Library parcel, adding 
another 133 units

2023

MHI transfers "Veterans' 
House Canada: The Andy 
Carswell Building" to the 
independent charity 
Veterans' House Canada

2023

Gloucester Housing 
Corporation 
amalgamates with MHI, 
increasing MHI’s 
properties to nine 

2024

Construction begins 
on Dream LeBreton 
and the community 
is officially named 
"Odenak"

Brief History



Annual Signature Events

• MHI’s Annual General Meeting offers 
members the opportunity to learn about 
the past year’s achievements, elect new 
board members, and vote on any 
emerging issues

• Attendees include faith and community 
leaders

• MHI has a catalogue of high resolution 
and web resolution photos of this event 
since 2016

• Learn more at 
www.multifaithhousing.ca/annual-general-meeting 

Annual General Meeting – April 

http://www.multifaithhousing.ca/annual-general-meeting


• MHI’s Tulipathon is an afternoon 
walkathon and celebration in support of 
tenant subsidies 

• Attendees include faith groups and 
leaders, volunteers, tenants, affordable 
housing advocates, the City of Ottawa 
Councilors, local MPs and MPPs

• MHI has a catalogue of high resolution 
and web resolution photos of this event 
since 2016

• Learn more at 
www.multifaithhousing.ca/tulipathon 

Annual Signature Events

Tulipathon  – May

http://www.multifaithhousing.ca/tulipathon


Annual Signature Events

• An afternoon celebration and advocacy 
for affordable housing solutions in Ottawa

• Attendees include MHI Patrons & 
members, faith leaders, affordable 
housing advocates, the City of Ottawa 
Mayor and Councilors, local MPs and 
MPPs

• MHI has a catalogue of high resolution 
and web resolution photos of this event 
since 2016

• Learn more at 
www.multifaithhousing.ca/national-housing-day 

National Housing Day – November

http://www.multifaithhousing.ca/national-housing-day


Housing Statistics
• In 2013, MHI, with funding support from Ontario Trillium 

Foundation, commissioned the Carleton Centre for Community 
Innovation, Carleton University Faculty of Public Affairs, to 
understand the impacts of MHI housing program on MHI 
tenants. 

• Key Findings: For every dollar  invested in the MHI housing 
program, $1.40 is generated in social value ; in addition, 
social value is generated from investment in supporting 
tenants.

• Tenant outcomes:
⚬ Move from insecure housing or homelessness to secure , 

affordable housing
⚬ Better/new employment opportunities
⚬ Increased financial management abilities
⚬ Increased pride in self, home and community
⚬ Increased access to other community support services
⚬ Positive volunteer outcomes were also identified.

www.multifaithhousing.ca/social-return-on-investment-report

http://www.multifaithhousing.ca/social-return-on-investment-report


Partnerships & Collaborations
City of Ottawa Cultural Funding

• A municipal funding program that supports local arts, heritage, and culture initiatives.
• Provides grants to MHI for creative writing workshops that engage and empower tenants.

Nepean, Rideau and Osgoode  Community Resource Centre 
• A community-based organization offering social services and programs to families in need.
• Runs the ‘Milk and Egg’ program for pregnant and new mothers at MHI and offers free summer camps for tenant families.

iSisters  Technology Mentoring
• A non-profit organization that delivers technology training programs to women facing barriers.
• Offers a technology and digital literacy program for women living at The Haven.

Ottawa Public Library Ruth E. Dickinson Branch 
• A local branch of the Ottawa Public Library serving the Nepean area
• Operates a mobile library at The Haven, supporting literacy for both children and parents.

City View Centre for Child and Family Services – EarlyON
• A family support center offering early childhood education and parenting programs.•Hosts a weekly playgroup at The Haven for 

preschool-aged children and their parents.
RISE Academy

• An alternative education program that helps youth achieve academic success in a flexible setting.
• Provides personalized learning support for high school students at the Haven working toward their Ontario Secondary School 

Diploma.
Catherine Donnelly Foundation

• A private foundation that funds initiatives promoting social justice and community transformation.
• Supports MHI’s tenant-focused creative writing workshops through dedicated grant funding.



Testimonials
“At The Haven, I finally feel like I can breathe. I can open the main door, and I am outside in a 
safe and beautiful environment. We are very grateful to be here. My son found new friends and 
I enjoy meeting my many neighbours from different cultures and love their children.” 
- MHI tenant 



“Living in Somerset Gardens has meant a huge drop in stress. It’s clean, new, safe. I know what 
my housing costs are, half of what I was paying before. I feel very lucky to have found MHI.” 
- MHI tenant

Testimonials



The Greater Ottawa Home Builders’ Association (GOHBA) awarded the builder, Hobin Architecture, the 2018 Housing 
Design Award for MHI's The Haven. Hobin commented, “The success of The Haven is only partly about design. Due, in 
a large part to the vision of MHI and the faith groups that support the organization, we would like to pass this award onto 
you as the real winners.” 
- Gordon Lorimer

Testimonials



The Social Scene @MHIOttawa

1039 Followers

338 Followers

713 Followers

40 Subscribers

2100 Newsletter Subscribers
www.multifaithhousing.ca/newsletters



Communities Building Communities



Jennifer van Oosteroom Sheldon Leong Sahada Alolo

Manager, Communications & Marketing
communications@multifaithhousing.ca 

Director, Fund Development 
fund.development@multifaithhousing.ca 

Director, Community Engagement
comm.engagement@multifaithhousing.ca 

Contact
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