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LETTER FROM THE MHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ EOORC REPRESENTATIVE

Hello, my name is Sue Smarkala. | am the Eastern Ontario
Outaouais Regional Council representative on the Multifaith
Housing Initiative (MHI) Board of Directors. Many of you are
aware of MHI’s work to build and operate strong
communities of affordable housing. We are also very familiar
with the current overwhelming need for affordable housing
in Ottawa.

It is my privilege to tell you about the newest MHI build, “

Dream at LeBreton Flats is a two-tower development of 601 units in total — right next to the new
library, Adisoke. MHI will own and operate 133 new affordable units, and within that number,
30 homes are specifically for Indigenous individuals and families.

The statistics are troubling: 32% of people experiencing homelessness identify as Indigenous —
and - Indigenous people make up 4% of the population in Ottawa.

MHI’s commitment to the development is $72.6M; MHI’s overall Capital Campaign goal is to
raise $1.6M. The EOORC Capital Campaign regional goal of $150K is for the 30 units for
Indigenous families and individuals. While it is a challenging goal; we have succeeded in the past:
e With a goal of $100,000 for MHI’s The Haven, EOORC donations totalled $117,000, and
e With a goal of S150K for Veterans’ House: the Andy Carswell Building —United We Stand
Capital Campaign, EOORC donations totalled over $350,000! (including matching funds
from Commissionaires Ottawa)

| ask that each congregation decide if, when, and how they want to contribute to United We
Dream: the EOORC Capital Campaign for Dream at LeBreton Flats.
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There are two ways that EOORC communities of faith can get involved, if they so choose:

1. Select a Sunday to host the United We Dream Sunday Service. Rev. Dr. Teresa Burnette-
Cole has crafted an Indigenous style of service in support of United We Dream.
Congregations are encouraged to use as many or as few of these premade components
as they wish, to craft their own service. You may also wish to use the service as a method
to raise funds for the Indigenous housing units.

2. Engage in additional fundraising. Congregation members may wish to make a personal
donation to United We Dream. Communities of faith may also wish to run fundraisers in
their own communities - raising funds in whatever manner they wish to support United
We Dream.

United We Dream: the EOORC Campaign for Indigenous housing is the second cross-regional
project for EOORC. Through United We Dream, we hope United Church congregants can be the
hands of Christ and make a difference in the lives of Indigenous People in the Eastern Ontario
area. This is an opportunity to be intentional towards active reconciliation.

In addition, EOORC’s membership to MHI provides a new opportunity to make affordable
housing a reality. Currently, 22 United Church organizations are members of MHI. All churches in
the EOORC are welcomed to join MHI on its mission to provide safe, affordable, inclusive housing
for those who need it, actively addressing the housing crisis.

For more information on becoming a member, visit www.multifaithhousing.ca/membership.
Thank you for taking the time to learn about United We Dream. If you have any further
questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me or the MHI office.

Sincerely,

Sue Smarkala
MHI Board of Directors EOORC representative
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ABOUT THE UNITED WE DREAM SUNDAY SERVICE

We offer this service package as an aid to you and your congregation to learn more about
Multifaith Housing Initiative’s housing development Dream at LeBreton Flats, and as a way to
raise funds for 30 units set aside for Indigenous individuals and families at the new housing
community.

The timing of this service is the choice of the minister/congregation. Some ideas are to host the
Sunday Service:

e Around or on Indigenous Sunday, June 16%™

e Around or on National Indigenous People’s Day, June 21

e Around or on Orange Shirt Day, September 30"

e At aservice dedicated to social outreach

The use of this service for Dream at LeBreton Flats fundraising is at your discretion. We ask that
it be used any time between now and June 1st, 2024 - December 31, 2026

If you use this service to raise funds for Dream at LeBreton Flats, and we hope you do, it is
strongly recommended that your congregation knows several weeks in advance that the offering

or donations at, or following this service are a donation towards United We Dream.

How to Donate

e Donate during regular Sunday Service: It is anticipated that each church will count the
donations and credited within the congregant’s charitable receipts provided by the
church. The total MHI donation would then be forwarded to MHI noting “United We
Dream” Capital Campaign.

e Donating Online: Visit our website at www.multifaithhousing.ca and look for the blue
“Donate Now” button on the right side of every page. Select “Dream LeBreton Capital
Campaign — Indigenous Homes” from the dropdown menu. Follow the instructions to
enter your personal information including credit card number. Leave a comment
indicating which United Church you belong to. MHI is working on a special online
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donation system for United We Dream where each parish will have their own donation
page that will allow individuals to donate directly to the campaign. This is system is
expected to be up and running by June 1st at multifaithhousing.ca/united-we-dream.
e Donating through traditional methods:
o By cheque: Individual cheques can be made out to Multifaith Housing Initiative.
Please include “United We Dream” and your church on the subject line.
o By phone: You can make donations by credit card over the phone by calling 613-
686-1825.

o In-person visit: Call 613-686-1825 to arrange for a drop-off appointment at 404
McArthur Avenue.

Artist rendering of Dream at LeBreton Flats in downtown Ottawa.

Download the United We Dream Sunday Service Package here.
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